Summer on the Hill

LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM
	Grades 3, 4, and 5
	Curriculum Components


	Oral Fluency: Students read smoothly and with expression. They monitor their reading and correct themselves.

Summarizing skills: Students paraphrase the story, state main and subordinate ideas, and tell the sequence of events.
	

	Writing
	Genres: Students read and practice writing descriptive, persuasive, and compare/contrast paragraphs, stories and personal narratives, letters, research reports, and poetry. 

Composition: Students follow the writing process steps: (brainstorming, rough copy, editing and revising, proofreading, final copy). Beginning in the 4th grade, students learn how to revise their work through instruction on how to correct sentence fragments/run-ons, combine sentences correctly,  choose words effectively, and use transitional phrases.

	Grammar 
	Students understand and recognize complete sentences and coherent paragraphs; identify parts of speech, verb tenses, subject-verb agreement, possessives, comparatives, and superlatives. Students receive instruction in the rules for capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. They can identify misspelled words and use the dictionary to correct.

	Vocabulary
	Students distinguish multiple meanings, contextual clues, and identify synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms. Students learn to work out the meaning of new words and develop an understanding of simple compound words.

	Handwriting
	Students write legibly, print letters in upper and lower case, form letters in cursive, and are developing keyboarding skills.


Language Arts Curriculum

	Grades 6, 7, and 8
	Curriculum Components

	Literature: 

Teachers choose from among these books: 

6th:

Animal Farm

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

7th:

The Catcher in the Rye

Romeo and Juliet

8th:

I Know Why

the Caged Bird Sings

Julius Caesar

Test Preparation for High Schools
	Goals: By the end of the 8th grade, students can closely analyze selected readings in class discussions and written work. They are fluent silent and oral readers who can locate information, recall details, make inferences, and understand analogies and metaphors on a complex and demanding level.  Students participate in purposeful class discussions regarding literary texts, have good listening skills, and offer constructive criticism.

The literature program examines stories, realistic and science fiction, plays, and poems.  Debates and performances are used as means to reinforce thematic understanding. 

Lessons include instruction in Decoding, Oral Fluency, Summarizing, with identification of main and subordinate ideas.

Elements of Style: Students can identify repetition, dialogue, alliteration, dialect/jargon/slang, idioms, onomatopoeia, flashback and foreshadowing, symbolism, parody, imagery, similes, metaphors, and personification.

Story elements: Students comprehend plot, character, setting, central conflict, mood, theme, climax, author’s point of view, and protagonist/antagonist. 

Interpretation skills: Students identify bias, propaganda, cause and effect, and make analogies. 

	Writing
	The writing program employs analysis, research, and class presentations to develop students’ writing skills through drafts, revisions, and final product. Students practice writing the five paragraph essay form (thesis, supports, conclusion), book reports utilizing creative writing (chapters, diary, letters), note taking, and poetry. By the end of 8th grade, students are aware of the differences in expository and creative writing, analytic and formal essays, and have worked extensively on thesis development.

Composition:  The writing process continues to be used.  Writing exercises include journal, poetry, analytic, descriptive and summary essays, and character analysis.

 Revision: Students correct sentence fragments/run-ons, combine sentences, avoid overused words, use transitional phrases, vary sentence structure, and check and correct facts and spelling.

	Grammar
	Students can identify parts of speech, direct/indirect objects, and adjective, adverbial, prepositional, verb and other types of phrases. Students receive instruction in and review the rules for capitalization, punctuation, and spelling, 

	Vocabulary
	Difficulty increases to keep pace with readings.

	Handwriting and Keyboarding
	Students write legibly and have developed keyboard skills. 


